
 

   

    
 
 
   

    
18th May, 2017 

Dear Families, 
 
Mothers’ Day is such a special event on our calendar. Children 
excitedly bring their pocket money into school and survey the 
range of good available at the Mothers’ Day stall with a critical 
eye. It is a delight to watch them choosing a gift that they think 
will be ‘just right’ for their mum or a special woman in their lives. 
Racheal Mercer and her team of helpers put together a wide 
assortment of gifts for children to choose from and gave helpful 
hints as they made their decisions. 
At midday we all trouped down to our church for our annual 
Mothers’ Day liturgy - and what a fabulous celebration it was. The 
church was packed and the excitement high as children sat with 
mums and grandmas and sang and reflected and prayed together. 
Adam Cameron had written a song with the Foundation classes 
and we were all a bit teary as they shared it for us. Roxanne Leed 
put together a wonderful photo presentation of mothers and 
children and Deb Clark and a group of students sang a beautiful 
reflection to Mary. What a special celebration. 
When we came back to school our McInerney Centre was full of 
mums, grandmas and food and it was lovely to see people 
catching up and having a chat. 
Much of what we do to celebrate Mothers’ Day has become 
‘tradition’. It is what we have done for years and is really well received by those who can attend. We are also aware that 
traditions are only helpful whilst they are relevant and they meet the needs of the community. Things change – and 
traditions sometimes need to be examined to see if they still fit with what we believe in. 
So that we can gather some information about the 
way we celebrate Mothers’ Day and its relevance 
to our community we will be sending home a short 
survey that we ask you to complete. Please look 
out for it on CareMonkey. 
 

Have a great week everyone! 
Eileen 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

19th May  Whole School Prayer 9am 

22nd May  Assembly – 2.45pm 

23rd May  First Eucharist Preparation 

Session 1 6.30pm 

24th May  Ange Simpson – Talking all 

things health 

26th May Cluster Day with Emmaus 

26th May  Whole School Prayer 9am 

30th May  Year 5’s visit Damascus College 

30th May First Eucharist Preparation 

Session 2 6.30pm 

1st June Farewell Morning Tea for Lisa  

11 am 

2nd June Whole School Prayer 9am 

5th June Assembly – 2.45pm 

6th June First Eucharist Preparation 

Session 3 6.30pm 

7th June Year 5’s visit St Pats & Loreto 

9th June Whole School Prayer 9am 



 

KINDER VISIT 
 
St Alipius kindergarten is the only Catholic kinder in the Ballarat diocese; and building closer links with our kinder is 
something we are keen to do. 
Yesterday we had the first of our weekly “Kinder Library Visits’. What a delight to see these little 4 year-olds accessing our 
library. 

Cath Doyle was in her element! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – May 20th - 27th  
 
This Friday marks the start of Catholic Education Week.  

The theme for this year’s Catholic Education Week is ‘Strive for the Greater Gifts’ (1 Corinthians 12: 31) which 
aligns with St Alipius’ intention to be an ‘Authentically Catholic learning community of Excellence, Equity and 
Empowerment’. St Paul’s letter reminds us that love “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things” and provides inspiration and focus for all who lead. That is so very true for our school 
community. 
Our school community will join with the community of Emmaus Catholic School next Friday to celebrate the 
wonder and joy of learning together in Catholic School communities in the parish of Ballarat East. 
Our Foundation students will meet together at the playground in Victoria Park (weather permitting) 
Years 1-2 students will gather at Emmaus and 3-6 students will celebrate learning together at St Alipius.  
We look forward to a great day. 
I am delighted to announce that one of the recipients of the Catholic Education Week Leadership Awards for 
2017 is to go to Father Adrian McInerney- awarded for inspirational leadership and witness to God’s presence 
through his role in pastoral leadership and governance of five educational settings in one parish and leadership 
of the Diocesan Schools’ Board for many years. 
Christine Griffiths will also be awarded for 30 years of service to Catholic Education in the parishes of 
Wycheproof, Daylesford and Ballarat East. We congratulate her for these years of work and commitment to 
children and their families.  All awards are to be presented as part of the Catholic Education Week Dinner this 
Friday night. 
 



 

 

 STAFF  
 
Long Service Leave 
 
Philip Ollerenshaw has been granted 3 weeks Long Service Leave to take his family to visit grandparents in Japan. We 
are delighted to be able to allow Philip and his wife Maki and their children the opportunity to spend time with Maki’s 
family. We wish them safe travels and a wonderful time together. 
Philip will be on leave for the last two weeks of this term and the first week of next term and his program will continue 
through the expertise of teachers who are familiar with the learning environment. 
Reports for Philip’s students will go home on the first Tuesday of week 1 next term and he will conduct his Learning 
Conferences when he returns from leave. 
 
Farewell Lisa 
 
As I informed our community earlier this term, Lisa Dixon will be finishing her time at St Alipius on June 2nd to take another 
step in her professional career as she commences work at St James’ in Sebastopol. 
Lisa has been a valued member of our staff team and has worked diligently to ensure that our office procedures and 
processes are efficient and effective. The financial management of a school is a complex role and Lisa has performed her 
job with an interest in the families and staff we work with as well as keeping an eye on the bottom line. 
St James is a lucky school and we will miss Lisa’s expertise and understanding of how school administration works and the 
relationships she has built across our school community. 
We know that many families will want to farewell Lisa and we invite all community members to join us for 

 
A Special Morning Tea 

At 11am 
On Thursday June 1st 

In the McInerney Centre 
You might like to bring a plate to share 

 
 

HOLY LANDS TOUR 
 
In recent years Father Justin Driscoll has led a tour of the Holy Lands and members of the Diocesan Community are invited 
to join this pilgrimage. 
Late last year Roxanne and I both received invitations and, after much consideration and support from Father Adrian, and 
later Father Peter, we asked to be considered for this very special journey of faith. 
We were accepted into the tour along with 21 other parishioners from across the diocese, some in education and others 
not. 
We are aware that this means that two key leaders will be out of the school for a period of 9 working days.  
(We leave on the Sunday of the June long weekend and return on Saturday June 24th) 
We are also very confident in the depth of leadership at St Alipius and have great trust in our staff team. 
During our absence, Lauren Spicer will act as principal. She will be out of the classroom on a full-time basis and her 
teaching days will be covered by Rebecca Perks and Deb Clark who already share the teaching in that area. 
 
Generally at this time of year families would receive students’ reports prior to the term break. To enable us to read reports 
prior to them being distributed we are delaying the distribution of reports until the first Tuesday of term 3. We will then 
conduct Learning Conferences later that week. 
 
Roxanne and I believe that our roles as educational and faith leaders will be enriched by a pilgrimage to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus and we look forward to sharing our experience on our return. 
 
I acknowledge that this is a busy time of year for key leaders to be out of the school and trust that you share my confidence 
in the smooth running of the school in our absence. 

 
 



 

 

WELCOME SISSY 
 
We have made an appointment to the position of Finance and Administration Manager at St Alipius. 
Sissy Horton will take up this position commencing on Monday June 5th. 
Sissy is currently employed at Ballarat Grammar and previous y worked at Christian Brothers’ College, St Kilda Rd. 
She has a strong background in managing school finances and in working in the school environment and is particularly 
keen to return to the Catholic School setting. 
Sissy will benefit greatly from the excellent systems and processes that Lisa has set up over the years.  
We look forward to welcoming her to our community. 
 
 

ALTERNATIVE PLACE SPACE 
 

At St Alipius we currently have a variety of spaces where various sports can be played, our adventure 
playground equipment and a variety of places where quieter activities can take place. 
 
To add to this, we are keen to provide some other opportunities for the children to take part in creative play 
within our grounds. Along with this we would be encouraging collaboration, communication, cross age and 
cross gender play, problem solving and risk management. 
 
What we are looking at is creating an area (possibly near the chook shed) with a variety of non- prescriptive 
items allowing the children to play and use their imagination during their play breaks. Items that could be 
useful include such things as plastic tubs, crates, bales of hay, tarps, old tyres and other items that would 
otherwise end up in landfill. 
If you are interested in becoming involved in this initiative or have any items that you might be able to 
donate, please speak with Eileen or Dan. 

 

 

NUTRITION VISIT 
 
Last week we had the pleasure of having Beck from Omaha Nutrition visit the school and run a session called ‘Our kids, 
their health and creating nutritious lunchboxes’. Beck shared lots of great information about the importance of good 
nutrition and also demonstrated how to make some yummy bliss balls. As you can see she had lots of great helpers! If 
you are interested in learning more or purchasing some cookbooks you can contact Beck 
at www.omahanutrition.com.au or look her up on Facebook at Omaha Nutrition. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.omahanutrition.com.au/


 

 

PEACEFUL KIDS 
 
We are now almost halfway through our Term Two Peaceful Kids program. We have 
three groups running this term and they are all doing a fabulous job learning how to 
bring their mind back to the present moment to calm themselves. Last week the 3/4 
and 5/6 group made models of their Amygdala in the brain. We have been learning 
how the amygdala is like a ‘smoke alarm’ that keeps us safe, however sometimes it can 
go off at the wrong time, causing us stress and anxiety. We have been learning about 
ways to calm our amygdala down so that we can feel in control again. Well done 
Peaceful Kids! 

 
Emily Clarke 
Student Wellbeing 

Special Needs Coordinator 

 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
 

In the 1/2 Learning Community we are learning to 

think like, and be SCIENTISTS!  You can see we are 

having lots of fun exploring all the different forces!  

We are especially interested in the forces push & pull. 

We can’t wait to share our learning at assembly on 

Monday - we’d love to see you there! 

 

Emily and Rachel’s 1/2 Learning Community 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 1/2 Learning Community 

 
We read ‘Josephine Wants To Dance’, by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley. We think this story is about 

following dreams and never giving up. Josephine keeps practising until she is a spectacular dancer.  

 

“One of our favourite parts was 

Josephine dancing in a tutu!” 

 

“We like the part where she jumped 

through the window” 

 

“Josephine loved to dance. She leaped up in the air. She loved to 

share it with other people” 

Most of us thought it should have 8 or more stars out of 10!  

We think you should read it too! 

 
 

A BOOK REVIEW: 

Josephine Wants To 

Dance by Jackie 

French 



 

 

 St Alipius Parish 
School Ball 

21st October, 2017  
 

SPORT UPDATE   

 

 
 

 
AFL girls games: Molly & Amara said we won a game against Pleasant Street & it was pretty fun to play against other 
girls teams in Ballarat.  It was hard at first and then it became easier.  



 

 

 

MEAL CARE PROGRAM 
 

Term 3 Week Starting Volunteer 

Week 3 Monday 1st May Lynda Calistro 

Week 4 Monday 8th May Renae O’Brien 

Week 5 Monday 15th May Erin Kanoa 

Week 6 Monday 22nd May Claire Stewart 

Week 7 Monday 29th May Carlie Bix 

Week 8 
Monday 5th June Allana Kane 

Week 9 Monday 12th June Trish Simmons 

Week 10 Monday 19th June Liz McCartin 

Week 11 Monday 26th June Allison Monk 

Term 3 Week Starting Volunteer 

Week 1 17th July Jane Berriman 

Week 2 24th July  Glenn McKenzie 

Week 3 31st July Natalie O’Brien 

Week 4 7th August Amie Whelan 

Week 5 14th August Daphne Buch 

Week 6 21st August Sarah Eddy 

Week 7 28th August Lara Davie 

Week 8 4th September  

Week 9 11th September  

Week 10 18th September  

 

Volunteers who can be called on to provide a meal at short notice:  

Julie Howes  Mary-Jane Sherman  Ebony Stewart     

Sally Poulton Amy Everard  Sharee McKay 

Leonie Weston Leanne Richards  Sherree Martin  

Allana Kane  Danielle Neil  Chenay Wilkinson 

 



 

 

 

 

 


