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“Our next generation will need to be effective problem–solvers; 

be adventurous so that they thrive in a changing world; 

strong enough to face the moral and ethical challenges that lie ahead,  

and creative to bring out the beauty in the world and in themselves.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
OUR VISION 

 

Open to God’s presence, St Alipius is a Catholic learning community of  

excellence, equity and empowerment.   
 

OUR BELIEFS 

• We believe in nurturing the whole child through meaningful relationships in a welcoming Gospel inspired  
faith-based community. 

• We believe in providing structures that challenge and support, in order to develop confident, independent and  
resilient learners. 

• We believe that the purpose of learning must be clear. 

• We believe that purposeful assessment provides the data to inform and drive learning and teaching.  

• We believe in personalising learning in a contemporary context that honours the affinities and interests of the learner.   

 
OUR MISSION 

 

• As a Christ-centred educating community, St Alipius Parish School: 

• Celebrates a rich TRADITION of Catholic beliefs, values, practices and history. 

• Nurtures the WHOLE PERSON identifying and developing individual competencies to ensure we all aspire to be the best we 
can be. 

• Develops and nurtures strong RELATIONSHIPS that give witness to the Good News of Jesus. 

• Provides a curriculum that is INCLUSIVE, relevant, stimulating and challenging. 

• Leads students into deep inquiry; rigorously seeking the WISDOM that makes a positive difference in their world. 

• Is a CELEBRATING community, inspired by hope and a positive vision for the future. 
 
 
 



From humble beginnings. . . 
 
 
 
 

 

St Alipius Primary School first opened its doors to the children of the Ballarat East goldfields on April 1st 1853, the 
thirteenth non-government school formally registered in the state of Victoria. 

 
The mainly Irish Catholic parents of the time joined 
with Father Matthew Downing to establish a school 
in the wood and canvas tent that was being used as a 
church on Sundays.  
 
Surrounded by the disorder and disillusion of the 
goldfields, these parents were seeking something 
more for their children; a chance for the better life 
that they believed an education could bring and the 
chance to belong to a community that found its 
inspiration in the person of Jesus.  
 

From these humble beginnings grew the school that we know today - a school that is recognised for its commitment to 
nurturing the growth of all children within a warm and welcoming, faith-filled community. 

 

 
 

St Alipius 1853 



 
Over the years our story has been shaped by 

groups of significant people. 
 

 
• The Sisters of Mercy came to St Alipius in 1881 to 

educate girls from Ballarat East on our present school site. 
 

• The Christian Brothers established St Alipius Boys School 
in 1888, in the building now used as our Parish Hall. 

 

• Dozens of dedicated lay staff members have been part of 
the journey of learning at St Alipius. 

 

• Hundreds of families have experienced a sense of belonging in this 
community and have, in turn, invited others into the St Alipius fold. 

 

• Thousands of children proudly claim that they belong to the only 
school in the Ballarat Diocese to have provided over 160 years of 

continuous Catholic education. 
 
Our school evolved during the time of the Eureka uprising, with numerous parents of pupils apparently involved in 
Australia’s only politically motivated civil uprising.  It was a time of passion and struggle and commitment to a cause.  
These qualities continue to inspire us as we strive for excellence in educational outcomes for all our students within a 
culture of authentic Catholic community. 
 

St Alipius Girls’ School  

Circa 1912  



Faith 
 
 
 
The Gospel message of Jesus and the Traditions of the Catholic Church are the 
touchstones of St Alipius Parish School community.  We are proud to belong to the parish 
community of Ballarat East and warmly welcome families who desire an authentically 
Catholic education for their children. 
 
The Gospel message is shared within explicitly taught Religious Education lessons as well 
as through the spiritual dimension evident in the culture that has been developed at our 
school. 

 
This culture is inspired by the gospel quote ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.’  Seeking truth is 
fundamental to all we do at St Alipius. 
 

A thorough curriculum in Religious Education has been developed using the diocesan 
curriculum document, ‘Awakenings’.  We aim to assist students to grow in their relationships 
with self, others, the world and God and to come to a deeper understanding of the life of the 
Catholic community through explicitly religious education lessons and the celebration of 
prayer and liturgy and through reflection on scripture. 
 
The family-based Sacramental Program, which is Parish co-ordinated, is strongly supported 
by St Alipius School. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Pastoral Care 
 
 

 
At St Alipius we are committed to ensuring that people learn together in a safe, respectful environment. It is our 
responsibility to support and challenge all community members to grow in this vision. 
 
We acknowledge that: 

‘Equity does not mean that everyone gets the same - rather it means that everyone gets what they need.’ 
Loretta Giacelli. 

 
This belief inspires us to adopt policies, processes and practices that enable all members of our community to: 

• Feel safe and respected at school. 

• Be actively involved in negotiating norms for behaviours and regularly referring to them. 

• Be involved in class meetings that help solve issues as they arise. 

• Participate in decision-making. 

• Develop a sense of self-responsibility for the decisions they make and the 
consequences of these decisions. 

• Believe they have a voice. 

• Celebrate difference.  

• Achieve personal excellence. 
 

 

 
 
 



Learning and Teaching 
 
 
 

The National curriculum statement - Victorian Essential Learning Standards - is the document we use to direct the learning and 
teaching outcomes developed at St Alipius - we also utilise the wisdom of our RE curriculum, ‘Awakenings’. 
 

Knowing that effective learning requires the synthesis of a range of disciplines, the National Curriculum and Victorian Essential 
Learnings Standards (AUSVELS) are developed within three Domains: 
 

We have adopted a project-based 
approach to Learning and Teaching at St 
Alipius Parish School and ensure that 
concepts - such as self-responsibility, 
diversity, interdependence and empathy - 
drive the programs we develop. 

 

 
 

THE 
DISCIPLINES 

PERSONAL  
LEARNING 

INTER-DISCIPLINARY 
LEARNING 

English Health & Phys Ed  Thinking  

Maths Civics & Citizenship  Communication 

The Arts  Personal Learning Information & 
Communication 

Technology 
Science Interpersonal 

Learning 
Design, Creativity & 

Technology 

Humanities: 
History, Geography & 

Economics  

   



SOME UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES AND BELIEFS 
 
Learning and Teaching at St Alipius is developed from a number of shared beliefs. 
 

• We believe in nurturing the whole child through meaningful relationships. 

• We believe in providing challenging and supportive structures that develop     
confident, independent and resilient learners. 

• We believe that the purpose of learning must be clear. 

• We believe that purposeful assessment provides the data to inform and drive learning 
and teaching. 

• We believe in personalizing learning in a contemporary context that honours the 
strengths, affinities and interests of the learner. 

Learning episodes are designed around the project-based learning.   
 
This allows for the development of student capacities to manage themselves as 
individuals and in relation to others as well as to understand the world in which they 
live and act effectively in that world. Our goal is that students become lifelong 

learners so they can play a part in 
building strong communities and 
developing a future that is innovative and 
sustainable.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                         



The Arts 
 

 
 
At St Alipius ‘The Arts’ permeate the curriculum.  
Students learn creative skills to express their feelings, emotions, understandings and views of the 
world. 

To enable students to deepen their knowledge, skills and understandings of both ‘visual’ and ‘performing’ arts we alternate the 
celebration of these forms. 
In even years we celebrate the visual arts with a series of ‘Art Shows’ or ‘Expos’. At these exhibitions parents and community 
members will see photography, paintings, sculptures, drawings, weavings and a variety of other art forms expressed. 
In odd years we celebrate the performing arts with a series of performances that showcase 
students’ skills in singing, reciting, acting and stagecraft. 
Throughout the year students have weekly music lessons where they learn to read music, keep 
rhythm and compose and perform musical pieces. 
From Year 2, students can join the school choir which performs at a number of school and Ballarat 
community events.  Ukulele, Djembe, guitar and Taiko drumming clubs provide opportunities for 
students who show interest and skills in these areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

                         

 

 



 

Japanese  
 
 
 

At St Alipius we explore our connection with Asia through learning about the Japanese culture and language. 
Every student has a lesson in Japanese each week and learns the basic language of numbers, colours, greetings, 
food and festivals. 
In August of each year we are visited by students from our sister school in Fukuoka. This is a fabulous cultural 
exchange and a great opportunity for us to expand our language base. 

       
 

 

       
 



Health and Physical Education 
 

 
 
 
 

At St Alipius, we acknowledge the dynamic and multi-dimensional nature of health and the significance of physical activity in the lives of 
individuals and groups in our society.  We work together to develop an understanding of the importance of personal and community 
actions in promoting health and lifelong participation in physical activity, and of the crucial role that supportive physical and social 
environments play in the development of the health of individuals and communities.  
 
Physical activity, sport and recreation are an important part in the lives of people in Australia. Participation in physical activity provides 
opportunities for relaxation, enjoyment, recreation, fitness, social interaction, competition challenge and personal growth. It promotes 
lifelong participation in physical activity through the development of movement competence and examines the factors that affect 
people’s participation and performance in physical activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health and Physical Education 

 
 

TERM 4 ACTIVITES 
At St Alipius, we believe that learning to swim is important in order to:  

• prepare a child for all the water activity options;  

• feel safe in all water environments, including a surf beach;  

The swimming program is for our foundation to grade 3 students and consists of 8 45min sessions 

over the course of 2 weeks. These sessions are conducted with Auswim qualified instructors.  
 
Our other programs for students from grades 4 to 6 include: 

Karate and Gymnastics – 8 weekly sessions across the term 
We believe these programs offer our students a range of activities to learn and grow from and help promote 

• building self-esteem, learning success and enjoyment; and 

• gain a skill for life as an option for maintaining fitness.   
In the first term, two swimming carnivals take place for primary schools around Ballarat. The first of these events is for competent and confident swimmers 
who are ten years and older to swim fifty metres; the second is for students who are aged seven to nine years to swim twenty-five metres.  

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

At St Alipius Parish School we know that physical activity is essential to health and 
well-being throughout a person’s whole life. Our Athletics Carnival is a long-
standing tradition at St Alipius and is always a special day on our calendar, where 
we replace our traditional burgundy with Red, Green, Gold, Blue and White our 
Athletics carnival gives us the opportunity to affirm each individual’s involvement 
in physical activities and enhance a sense of support and community. 

 



    Health And Physical               

Education 

 
 

SPORTING ACTIVITIES AT ST ALIPIUS 
 

FUTSAL/SOCCER: St Alipius families support our futsal teams. Many students playing 

FUTSAL on Saturdays - a huge growth from the one team we entered in 2003. All students, from 
Years Prep to 6 are able to be part of a team, each one of which is led and supported by a committed 
parent as coach. 

INTER-SCHOOL SPORT: In Term 2 on a Friday afternoon, students in Years 3 to 6 play basketball, soccer, football and netball with other Catholic 

schools in Ballarat. 
 

BASKETBALL: In Term 2, our students from Years 3 & 4 enter teams in the Ballarat Basketball Association. Teams of eight play every Thursday night 

at the Miner-dome. The season culminates with a whole day Basketball Tournament in Term 3 for players in Years 5 & 6. 
 

BADMINTON: Students in Years 5 & 6 have the opportunity to participate in the Primary Schools Competition in Terms 2 and 3. Students compete in 

mixed teams of four on Wednesday nights from 4:15 until 5:30pm. Each player will play 3 games per night and different players may play in the team each 
week. Each team must have a parent umpire/supervisor. All junior competitions, clubs and coaching sessions are conducted at the Ken Kay Badminton 
Stadium in Dowling Street Wendouree.  
 

NETBALL: Boys and girls from Years 3 to 6 are able to become part of a team that plays on 

either Tuesdays and/or Wednesdays during Terms 2 and 3. Again, parent support is vital in ensuring 
that are students are supported in this area. 
Annual VNA registration will be $45.00 for any player until the age of 17. No player is able to take to 
the court unless the VNA registration has been paid. 

 

CRICKET: Boys and girls are able to play cricket after school during Terms 1 and 4 in a number of 

home and away games. Our home ground is McKenzie Reverse. 
 
 
 



 

Overnight Stays and Camp Program 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Camp and Overnight Stay experience is an integral part of the 
curriculum at St Alipius.   

 
During the course of their 
time in Primary School, the 
children will be given the 
opportunity to participate in 
a range of camp and 
overnight experiences. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 YEAR A YEAR B 

GRADES PREP & 1 ‘Stayback’ at school. The emphasis is on creating a special 
experience in a familiar environment. Children will have 
the opportunity to spend an extended period of time at 
school, engaged in activities outside of the everyday 
school experience.  
 

GRADE 2 Sleepover at school. The emphasis is on creating a special 
experience in a familiar environment. Children will have 
the opportunity to ‘sleep-over’ within close proximity to 
their homes. 
 

GRADES 3 & 4 Local Camp Experience 
with a sustainability focus. 
Two days and one night, at 
Log Cabin camp. 
 

Local Camp Experience with 
a bush environment focus 
Two days and one night, at 
Adekate camp. 

GRADES 5 & 6 Bush Camp Experience. 
Three days and two nights 
at Kangaroobie 

Beach Camp Experience. 
Three days and two nights at 
Anglesea 

 



 
 

Special Events and Celebrations 
 

 
Welcome Family Picnic               Annual Walk-a-thon Fundraiser 

 
 

Holy Week Celebrations 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   

                                                                                                                              

Ride To School Day                 Mothers’ Day Liturgy and Luncheon 
 

Catholic Education Week 



  

Special Events and Celebrations  
 

        

           

  
 
 
 
 
 

  Father’s Day Celebration 
Sovereign Hill School 

St Alipius Feast Day 

Foundation  
Transition Program 

St Alipius Feast Day 
DaDay 

School Performances 



Communication 
 

 
 

Effective communication is important in developing any relationships and when these relationships are centred on the life and learning of 
children, communication is paramount. We are committed to establishing lines of open communication at St Alipius. 

Website 
Our school website contains information about our school community including important dates, enrolments and fees It can be accessed at: 
www.saballarat.catholic.edu.au 
 

PAM/SIMON Everywhere  
We communicate with families through the Parent Access Module of the SIMON program. You can access this at https://pam.saballarat.catholic.edu.au or via 
the SIMON Everywhere app. PAM is an effective way of keeping parents and carers up to date with the following:  newsletters, community events, daily 
messages, school calendars and reports.  PAM also allows families to provide information regarding medical conditions, excursions and student absences.  
New families will receive log in details via email upon commencement.  It is vital that families check PAM regularly to keep abreast of the many aspects of 
school life.  Contact the office for more information. 
 

Seesaw 
Individual learning communities use Seesaw to share students learning journey with families in the way of photos, videos, art work and messages. 
 

Facebook 
We use our Facebook page to share activities and celebrate any special achievements that have taken place in our school community. 

 
Expos 
Throughout the year parents will have the opportunity to view a snapshot of their child’s learning in the form of a year level Expo.  Families will be able to visit 

the classrooms to see their student’s educational journey. 
 

Learning Conferences 
Twice each year, in March and again in July, parents/caregivers are invited to attend a Learning Conference. The purpose of these meetings is for the parents, 

student and teacher to join together in celebrating the child’s strengths and set goals for future learning. 
 

Meetings with staff 
At other times during the year both parents and teachers may make contact regarding a child’s learning.     
 
 

http://www.saballarat.catholic.edu.au/
https://pam.saballarat.catholic.edu.au/


 

School Uniforms 
(Available at Crockers, Armstrong Street North Ballarat) 

 
 

School uniform is compulsory and we do encourage children to wear their uniform with pride whilst at school. 
 
When our students are given a voice they can influence their world and the decisions that adults make. 
During 2018 some of our students were empowered to voice their opinions about our school uniform and the changes they felt needed to be made so that 
what they wear each day reflects our commitment to excellence, empowerment and equity. 
Isabel Britt and Milly Wakefield spoke at our 2019 AGM to celebrate the journey they initiated and that their teachers and our SAC fully supported. 
Since this time the school uniform at St Alipius has been revised and the introduction of gender neutral options has been enacted. 

 
 

                    
 
 

Winter Uniform 
Maroon school windcheater 
Long sleeved maroon school polo shirt 
Long navy pants  
St Alipius school tunic 
White socks or navy tights 
Black school shoes/runners 
 
Winter Sports Uniform 
Maroon school windcheater 
Long sleeved maroon polo shirt 
Maroon tracksuit pants 
Runners  
 
 



       
 
SCHOOL HATS 
During first and fourth terms, all children must wear a wide brimmed school hat during recess and lunchtime and for outside 
activities. 
 
SCHOOL BACKPACKS 
St Alipius School Backpacks are optional and are available through Crockers in Armstrong Street North, Ballarat. 
PLEASE MARK ALL CLOTHING CLEARLY WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME. 

Jewellery - We discourage the wearing of jewellery to school on safety and security grounds. If it is necessary for children to 
wear jewellery we ask that it be as discreet and safe as possible. Ear-rings should be limited to studs or sleepers. Watches may 
be worn.  Hair should be neat and tidy at all times.  For safety reasons collar length hair should be tied up with light blue or 
maroon ribbons and/or hair ties.  Nail polish is not to be worn at school 
UNIFORM SALES 
New School Uniforms can be purchased from Crockers, 4 Armstrong Street North, Ballarat 
Second hand uniforms are available for purchase from the school.  
 

Summer Uniform 
Maroon school polo shirt  
Navy shorts 
St Alipius summer dress 
White socks 
Black school shoes/runners 
Navy blue wide brimmed hat  
 

Summer Sports Uniform 
Maroon sports shorts  
Maroon polo shirt 
White socks  
Runners 



School Fees 
 
2021 FAMILY TUITION FEE  1130 

2021 Capital Levy  310 

Student Year Fee  

 
 

Grade 6 Student Fee 
Gr 5/6 Camp 
Sovereign Hill 
Term 4 Karate 
2021 Chromebook lease payment 

320 
323 

50 
90 

210 

 Grade 5 Student Fee 
Gr 5/6 Camp 
Term 4 Karate 
2021 Chromebook payment 

320 
323 

90 
200 

 Grade 4 Student Fee 
Gr 3/4 Camp 
Term 4 Gymnastics 
ICT Levy 

360 
138 

90 
25 

 
 

Grade 3 Student Fee 
Gr 3/4 Camp 
Term 4 Gymnastics 
ICT Levy 

360 
138 

90 
25 

 Grade 2 Student Fee 
Overnight stay/camp 
Term 4 Swimming Program 
ICT Levy 

360 
20 

130 
25 

  
 

Prep & Grade 1 Student Fee 
Term 4 Swimming Program 
ICT Levy 

360 
130 

25 

 
Please note, fees are subject to annual increases 

Methods of payment include: EFTPOS, cash, cheque, direct debit and credit card, with a preference for direct debit or credit card.  
If concerns arise regarding the payment of school fees, please contact Eileen so that arrangements can be entered into that are mutually satisfactory 
for all parties.   
 
 



 

Important Information 
 

TERM DATES – 2021 
TERM 1 

1st February – 1st April 

TERM 2 

                                19th April – Friday 25th June 

TERM 3 

   13th July - Friday 17th September 

TERM 4 

   5th October – Friday 17th December 

(These dates are subject to change) 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our school day begins with our doors opening for the students 
to come in at 8.45 am. Classes start at 8.55 am and our school 
day finishes at 3.25 pm. 

COUNTRY BUS TRAVELLERS 
Students who live more than 5 km outside city limits may be 
entitled to use the country bus service. Families will need to 
complete the appropriate paper work, which is available from 
the school.  

SCHOOL ARRIVALS AND DISMISSALS 
Teachers are on yard duty from 8.30 am. -  9.00 am and from 
3.30-3.45 pm each day.  

If it is necessary for students to be at school outside these 
times please contact the school office so that alternative 
arrangements can be made. 

SAFETY 
Belonging to a school community that is surrounded by traffic 
flow on all four sides means that we must all be vigilant about 
the safety of children as they arrive and leave our school 
grounds.   
 
Please strictly observe all traffic and road rules whilst within 
the school precinct. We encourage parents not to call children 
across the road at any time and to ensure that an adult always 
accompanies them.  We thank you for your support as we 
endeavour to ensure that St. Alipius is a safe place for 
everyone to live and learn in. 



 

Important Information 

 
 
 

It is a legal requirement for parents/caregivers of children commencing school to provide a copy of the 
following: 
a)  Student’s Birth Certificate 
b) Immunisation Certificate OR a formal letter noting parents objection to immunisation 
c) Students Baptism certificate (if applicable) 

 

    

 



A Message From The Principal 
 
 
 

Thank you for your interest in St Alipius.  I proudly share a little of our story with you and warmly invite you to visit us and see your school in action. 
 
St Alipius is an authentically Catholic learning community that is dedicated to providing the very best opportunities for the young people of Ballarat East. The 
Gospel calls us to welcome all and to provide the very best for all. 
 
St Alipius is a place where academic rigour is developed through rich relationships, deep integrity, lifelong learning and extraordinary care for its children. 
There is a commitment to whole school improvement and an enthusiasm in approaching the many new initiatives and increasingly complex demands of 
learning in a contemporary environment.  
  
Our teachers place students at the centre of the learning process. We share the belief that effective learning 
takes place when positive relationships are developed in an atmosphere that balances challenge with support. 
Students learn in an environment where trusting relationships allow for risks to be taken and mistakes to be 
made and learnt from.  
  
We believe that engaging the students in purposeful learning experiences is our prime responsibility. High 
quality classroom teaching provides flexible and adaptable approaches and strategies to enable students to 
construct meaning and build understandings. An ‘Inquiry’ approach to teaching is established across the school.   
It is a privilege to work within a learning-focused faith community that is united in its diversity and committed to  
a culture of discovery; a collaborative community where personal excellence is prized, where creative thought, 
word and action are nourished, where paths to success are varied and where positive relationships thrive. 
 
At St Alipius we believe in celebrating diversity and creating a rich community that reflects the fabric of our society. It is our priority to ensure that the story 
of the First Peoples of Australia is a current reality in our school and is woven through each area of the curriculum. We encourage the enrolment of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in our school and celebrate the wealth of wisdom they offer our community.  
 
The educational journey of St Alipius Parish Primary School is one of transformation – a journey through which we are changed, those around us are 
changed and our world is changed. The Gospel of Jesus Christ nurtures us for our journey and we are challenged by the words of John’s Gospel ‘If you 
continue in my Word you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free’. 
 
Please make a time to visit our school and take a guided tour with some of our students who are eager to share their place in our historic community. 

Eileen Rice 
On behalf of the St Alipius Parish School Community 



 
 
 
ST ALIPIUS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
106-108 Victoria Street 
Ballarat East Vic 3350 
PO Box 1997 Ballarat East 3354 
Ph:  (03) 5331 1816 
Fax: (03) 5331 7764 
www.saballarat.catholic.edu.au 
alipius@saballarat.catholic.edu.au 
erice@saballarat.catholic.edu.au 
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